Sandycove and Glasthule Residents Association Newsletter

—;

Summer 2009

inffo@sandycoveandglasthule.ie

- ! - .o : _‘--_’-

Circulation 2,50

Sandycove and Glasthule Residents Association is thriving and active and exists to promote the best interests of the residents of the area. We

regularly publish this newsletter, which is distributed to 2,500 households. Me mber sdé subscriptions pay for the
you are a member, thank you. If you are not already a member, please consider joining. An application form is enclosed with this newsletter.
for the Council elections on 5th June

We have compiled a number of
questions for candidates for the

Council elections on 5th June
when t hey call
doors. While we are delighted of

course to receive their brochures
indicating their promises for the fu-
ture and what they intend to achieve
for us over the next five years, a
much better evaluation of at least
the candidates who have been
Councillors is to simply ask what has

1. Where is the No. 8 bus promised
by two Fine Gael Councillors, one
now a Senator?

t Owhy &€ td Hafrilytof dfains

still blocked and yet certain Council-
lors promised they would be
cleared?

3. Why is there no overall traffic
plan from Killiney to Blackrock?

4. Why are traffic changes carried

out in a piecemeal way, i.e. one
week we have a one -way in one
street and then it is changed, double
yellow lines, parking meters etc?

happened to the promises which
were made five years ago. We have
been asking residents what ques-
tions they would like to be asked
and we have listed the most popu-
lar. These questions have not been
put in any order of significance or
importance.

5. Why have you done absolutely
nothing about Dun Laoghaire Baths
except spend in
mostly on

exc
consul tant

forward a plan to dramatically alter
the Sandycove shoreline?

6. Why do you continually vote at
the Council by toeing the party line
rather than as an individual, and not
vote on the wishes of the majority of
the residents e.g. the Baths, clamp-
ing, etc?

7. Why do Councillors not act to as-
sist the commercial activities of this
area? There should be one/two
hours free parking in order to stop a
flood of local people going to Dun-
drum where they can park, unlike
Dun Laoghaire, where traffic atten-
dants hover behind every corner
waiting to impose their fines. Are
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Date Monday 15th June 2009
If there are any topics you wish to be discussed
i at the AGM please tell us by emailing
Time 8 pm info@sandycoveandglasthule.ie or writing to The
~ Secretary, Sandycove and Glasthule Residents
Venue St JOSGphOS Past Association, c/o Eamonn:q
cove Road, Sandycove
St Josephoés recent | opened modern
community hal/l i's |l ocated to the | ¢

entrance through the main church gates

As well as the usual formal business of the AGM this will be an opportunity for residents to hear
about the latest developments in the area, to ask questions and to express their opinions

ALL MEMBERS AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS FROM SANDYCOVE AND GLASTHULE ARE WELCOME
The annual Garden and Business Premises Awards will be announced and presented
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Unless expressly attributed, the views expressed in this newsletter are based on editorial decisions broadly reflective of the policies decided by
the committee of the Association and should not necessarily be attributed to any individual committee member.
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Congratulations to Father Shay Cullen from We hear calls have been made to Dun
Adelaide Road. He recently received the Me- Laoghaire Rathdown County Council that
teor European Humanitarian Award. new planning rules should be introduced
addressing the growing problems of tempo-
rary hoardings in the Dun Laoghaire area.
There have been such hoardings on Cas-
tlepark Road and Elton Park for some time.
These do not enhance our area.

Eagles House, Glasthule is now under new
management. Declan McNamara, a young
local man, has taken over. We wish him
success in this new venture.

Sandycove can be proud to have had a rep-
resentative at the Special Olympic World

Winter Games in 13 year -old local boy Char-
lie O'Reilly of Albert Road.

Again this year the Forty Foot
Swimmers Group organised a Fun Micro Mini

Triathlon, raising vital funds for Action

Breast Cancer. Well done. As aresulta

Congratulations to Paddy Treanor of Albert cheque for 032,000 was present
Road, founder of Ark Veterinary Hospital, Cancer Society.

Patrick Street, Dun Laoghaire who received
a Lifetime Achievement Award at the Strong-
hold Veterinary Pet Care Awards. Ark Veteri-
nary Hospital was commended in the

Awards Programme. We wish success to Glasthule DIY who are
open on Eden Road.

Cavistons Restaurant is now also open 6 to 8
p.m. Friday and Saturday. Continued suc-
cess to Peter Caviston.

Nigel Dunn is the Litter Warden for our

area. Any help residents can give him and All roads in the County are being cleaned.
any problems you may have, do make con- Road sweepers will visit main traffic routes
tact with him at 205 4700. each week or fortnight and residential areas

each manth. Contact Street Cleaning Sec-

fu r%on 'ofthe Duh anghzli)lre Rathdown County
Council. Phone 205 4817 to check when they
will be in your area. Parked vehicles prevent
proper cleaning. Residents can help by hav-
ing their cars removed on the day cleaners
are with you.

Over 01.6 million roads
allocated to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown

County Council for 2009. Let us hope the
promised resurfacing of Marine Avenue and

other roads in this area will be included this

year.

So many were very excited about the Irish
Rugby Team winning the Six Nations Grand
Slam. We can be exceedingly proud as the
current president of the Irish Rugby Football
Union is John Lyons of Sandycove Avenue
West.

Dog dirt is still a problem. DO NOT be afraid
to draw attention to anyone who does not

clean up. Leaving dirt after animals is dan-

gerous to health. Is it really fair for those

who do clean up to arrive home and have to

clean up after others outside their gate?

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council is
expected to i mplement the
ganic Waste Scheme by July. A very useful

resource and can be processed in Ireland.

This means jobs for Irish workers. When these

bins are delivered to households you are en-

couraged to make full use of them.

A very interestin evemng was enjoyed by a
packe8 Nalin joseph S Parlsh ‘Centre
dealing with the habitat of the area and the
important benefits of composting. This was
organised by Sandycove Tidy Towns with the
support of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County
Council. Well done to Margaret Brown and
her team.
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OUR COUNCILLORS

One must ask the question, do our current batch of
Councillors have any powers? Very little apparently
judging by the total non -involvement in the decision on
the overnight resurfacing of the Williamstown seafront
site between Blackrock and Booterstown. At the recent
County Council meeting in Dun Laoghaire, it was an-
nounced that cutbacks across the board in relation to
the number of staff employed, curtailment of part

staff and a definite embargo on the hiring of staff will
have al/l kinds of effects.
spent on the totally non  -productive plans to completely
change the layout of our seafront would have gone a
long way towards alleviating some of these cutbacks. In
order to assist our County Manager to maintain at least
the basic support services of the area, we ask readers to

let us know any thoughts you might have on monies
that can be saved. How about a cutback in the remu-
neration and expenses of our Councillors?

-time

Candidates, posters and plastic ties

Do you know that hundreds of plastic ties still adorn many light
poles in our area from the last General Election? We appeal to

the County Council and European Parliament candidates to re-
spect Sandycove and Glasthule. The Tidy Towns committee are
appreciative of those parties which have not spoilt Sandycove
Village with their posters and plastic ties. We urge residents to
note, and ideally photograph, posters outside their premises
now so we can identify those who do not remove plastic ties.
Again, we ask, why not a specific colour for each political party?

ILLUMINATED ADVERTISING SIGNS

LOCAL ELECTIONS JUNE 2009

A list of Councillors who will be putting themselves up
for re -election and new faces who have made them-
selves known to us.

John Bailey (FG), Richard Boyd Barrett (People Before
Profit, SOS), James Coyle (Independent), Cormac
Devlin (FF), Jane Dillon Byrne (Labour), Gene Feighery
(Green), Stephen Fitzpatrick (Labour), Brian McNally
(Sinn Fein), Mar y Mitchell 06 C
O6Bri en (FF), Tom OO6HiIiggins (F

J (Irdependent), firevargPatton @independenit)3 Angela0d 0 O

Timlin (Labour), Brigid Timmons (Independent).

COUNCI LLORSO6 REMUNERY¥

In talking to residents, we were quite amazed by the
fact that many seem to be under the impression that
Councillors carried out their duties on a voluntary ba-
sis. Well perhaps we should bring the following to
your attention.

We have been informed by the Council that the annual

Councillor salary is 025,208. 45, ma
1/3 meeting attendance allowance and a Councillor must
attend 80% of meetings to claim the full allowance. The
Chairs of the 6 strategic policy committees receive an allow-
ance of 06,000 per annum in additio
conference allowance of wup to 04, 28"
incurred. There is a telephone all ¢

annum. The Councillors have access to the County Hall car
park when on Council business. The Cathaoirleach receives
a 12 month allowance of 037,847 to oc
ing a car. The Leas Cathaoirleach receives a 12 month allow-

ance of 07, 343. A new taxable allow
Dun Laoghaire County Council came up with the idea of erect- 2007 for the Chair of the County Development Board of
ing numerous advertising signs throughout the County. We 06,000 per annum. Mo s t Councillors
were told this would generate s onos otherod@® by, vot@eoof their status \ase Gourgillors.
over 10 years. It all seemed like a very good idea in one way These other bodies include organisations like, just to take a
until we walked through Sandycove and Glasthule and realised few examples at random, the Dublin Regional Authority, Dun
that already our pave- Laoghaire Harbour Board, the Dun Laoghaire -Rathdown
ments are littered with Tourism Company, the Eastern River Basin Authority, the
signs and objects of all Lord Edward Fitzgerald Memorial Fund and the Southern and
types including ESB Eastern Assembly, as well as numerous others. The Council
poles, traffic light poles, was not able to tell us what payments are made to Council-
stop, go, turn left, tele- lors for membership of these bodies, but we have found out
phone kiosks, many that the Councillors who are also members of the Dun
flower tubs advertising Laoghaire Harbour Board are paid an additional 13,000

for various shops, etc, etc
(some of which can be
seen in this picture). We
have talked to a number
of residents whose eye-
sight is not the best or who are confined to a wheelchair and
they say it would become a nightmare. Surely, there must be
better methods of raising funding for our area without imposing

even more restrictions on our pavements. We understand that
one of our local ward Councillors has been effective in cutting
out any proposed signs for our area but we will have to be ever
vigilant.

No More Rust -Coloured Monument
Outside Meadows and Byrne

Residents who walk, cycle or drive along the seafront to

Dun Laoghaire Station or Marine Road will surely, with
great delight for many, notice the disappearance of the

rust -coloured monument which was located in front of
the Meadows and Byrne store. So far, we have heard of
no complaints! Everyone we have talked to says, please
County Council, don't bring it back!

per annum.

Call for investigation into Council's finances

We hear that the Department of the Environ-
ment has been called on to investigate the fi-
nancial affairs of the County Council following
criticisms raised by the local government audi-
tor. The concerns partly relate to the Cherry-
wood Science and Technology Park joint venture
scheme. Issues raised in 2006 were still not ad-
dressed in the latest report.

County Development Plan 2010 to 2016

We urge residents to make submissions be-
fore 3rd July 2009. Plans are on display
now in the County Hall. Your Association is
making a submission. We look forward to
hearing your views at the AGM.
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Outrageous and pathetic neglect by the County Council
over the last 40 years and still nothing happening
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The key features of the recommendations of the County Coun-
cil Baths Sub -Committee, consisting of our local ward Council-
lors, in relation to the development of Dun Laoghaire Baths
were (1) to retain the existing building with a modern exten-
sion, if required, to accommodate proposed public amenities,
including swimming facilities, but not including high
residential development and (2) that any infill development is
limited to providing adequate sea defences and (3) that to
reduce the scale of any development project the area between

-rise or

Photography

Credit is due to Dara Lawless
for the Baths photos.

He can be contacted at
Daralawless@gmail.com

or behind the bar at Fitzies

ing swimming facilities or prohibiting high -rise or residential
development or limiting any infill development to providing

adequate sea defences or reducing the scale of any develop-

ment project by prioritising the area between the East Pier and

the Baths for upgrading and renewal. Councillor Gene Feighery

put a motion to include in the Development Plan the features

recommended by the Baths Sub -Committee. This motion was
supported by Mary Mitchel!l O6Connor ,
local ward Councillors and the motion failed. What is the

the East Pier and the Baths is prioritised for upgrading and County Council 6s agenda? Wh at becam
renewal. Therefore it came as a surprise to us that none of pressed by thousands of residents who made their voices

these key features are included in the draft County Develop- heard through signing the petition and attending the largest

ment Plan. The draft plan says nothing  about retaining the protest marches in the history of Dun Laoghaire? What has

existing building  or accommodating public amenities (apart become of democracy? You may wish to ask any election can-

from Ai mproved pedestri an | orrplowadg edidatewho domes makiagfor your goted )

Historic Boyd Barrett Baths Connection

We thank Brian McAteer of Dundela Avenue for bringing this to our attention. A report of the General Purposes Committee of

the Dun Laoghaire Borough Corporation discloses that in 1937 thad Cor pc
unsuitabled and fAdecided to examine the question of providing or Dun
new baths schemeo. They |imited the proposed expenditure to A100, 000

scheme was designed by Basil Boyd Barrett, who as it happens was the great uncle of Richard Boyd Barrett, Chairperson of

Save Our Seafront.
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